
November 2 –  
 Report Card Release 
November 5 – 
 SAT Testing, SHS, 7:30 a.m.   
November 5-6 –   
 Mini Maker Faire, with ECMS  
 and SHS students, Barnes &  
 Noble in Cranberry Twp,  
 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
November 6 –  
 Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 7  –  
 School Board Meeting, Work  
 Session, IHS Auditorium, 8 p.m.;  
 Adult Walking Program begins,  
 for more click here. 
November 8 –  
 Election Day 
November 11 –  
 Veterans Day; Act-80 Day,  
 No School for Students  
November 11-13 –  
 SVMS Musical, IHS Auditorium,  
 7 p.m. For more see page 17 
November 14 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Auditorium, 8 p.m.
November 14-18 –  
 American Education Week
November 23 –  
 Staff In-Service Day,  
 No School for Students
November 24-28 –  
 District Holiday, No School

November Dates  
to Remember

A National Award-Winning Publication

RAIDERRAIDERPridePride
October 2016

The power of p   nk

On Oct. 4, members of the Seneca Valley Girls’ Volleyball teams held their annual Volley for the Cure 
Night. Their fundraising efforts will allow them to donate approximately $750 to Hair Peace Charities 
in recognition of breast cancer awareness. This picture was taken before the game that evening 
featuring our JV and Varsity SV Girls’ Volleyball teams. For more athletics see page 11.

 *More dates can be found on our  
   homepage at www.svsd.net

CVE ‘rap’ named national winner

Seneca Valley wishes you  
a safe and happy Halloween!

CVE students are rapping a new perspective.
 
Students recently won a national video contest 
for “Take a Walk,” a rap they entered for the 
Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP).
 
Schools nationwide were asked to create a 
one-minute video based on the grade specific 
content as provided by OBPP.
 
The video helped to kick off the Olweus program at CVE for the year and also provided the  
opportunity to showcase students. To view CVE’s winning entry, click here.
 
Winners were announced Oct. 27, during a virtual assembly that was designed to rally students 
across the country to stand together against bullying. Congratulations to Susan Dinger, music 
teacher, and theses talented CVE students!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7njCIcqIEno&feature=youtu.be
http://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
http://www.svsd.net
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=ukpuej23r9


Whisper. Yik Yak. Vine. YouTube. Kik. Ask.fm. Tinder.

The dominant force in the lives of girls coming of age in America today is social media. How it is being used and what it is 
doing to an entire generation of young women – and young men - is the subject of award-winning Vanity Fair writer Nancy Jo 
Sales’s riveting book “American Girls - Social Media and the Secret Lives of Teenagers.” Seneca Valley was pleased to host 
the New York Times best-selling author as she presented this important subject matter during a special parent meeting on Oct. 
17. If parents missed the program, we suggest learning more about the book, social media sites and related resources by  
visiting http://americangirlsbook.com/

An important discussion

Seventy-three percent 
of girls have  
smartphones.

Teenagers spend up to 
eleven hours a day 
plugged into an  

electronic device.

Ninety-two percent 
of American children 

have an online  
presence before the 

age of two.

In 2015, girls exchanged 
40 to 50 texts a day  
(Pew study). Other  

studies found the number 
to be more than 100.

11
hours

Seven percent of  
Tinder’s estimated  
50 million users are  
between the ages of  

thirteen and seventeen. 
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It is estimated that nearly 500 interested staff, parents and community members attended the Oct. 17 presentation. Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools, is seen here facilitating the presentations.  
(Ms. Sales is on left and Dr. Vitale is pictured on right in center photo.) 

73%

“With girls our age  
so much drama happens 
over social networking.  

Probably more stuff  
happens on my  
phone than in  
real life.”  

–Melinda, age 13

http://americangirlsbook.com/


3

It was a great day for hockey. The Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation brought the Stanley Cup to SV on Oct. 7. Many thanks to Pittsburgh  
Penguins Foundation President Dave Soltesz for choosing several of Seneca Valley’s schools to have this wonderful experience.

Photo credit: Glory Days Photography, Eric Fogle

The Cup 
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 SV celebrates Red Ribbon Week
During the week of Oct. 24-28, district-wide Red Ribbon programs and theme days were held to  
educate students about the importance of living a drug-free life. The Red Ribbon Campaign is  
a national movement that is devoted to the well-being of our youth. Throughout week,  
classroom teachers facilitated age-appropriate discussions about healthy habits and recited  
the Drug-Free Pledge. 
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Rowan third grade students had a unique  
opportunity to be taught by an Artist in Residence 
this month. 
 
Katy Dement, a fiber and working studio artist, 
presented an introductory assembly to third 
grade students, staff and parents at Rowan on 
Oct. 11. In addition, Ms. Dement taught individual 
third grade classes on Oct. 13, initially guiding 
students through the process of making their own 
paper from recycled materials. 
 
During her time at Rowan Elementary, students 
learned geography, as well as map and research 
skills, as they discovered the history of  
paper-making and researched a portion of the 
world which they then depicted on their own 
handmade paper. 
 
The results of the third grade’s compilation of 
world sections will be compiled into a 4’ x 8’ 
display map of the world that will be displayed at 
the school.
 
The Artist in Residence program is grant funded 
and managed through Indiana University of  
Pennsylvania (IUP).

Students enjoyed finding possible 
answers to that question and 
learning about different career 
opportunities at Evans City Middle 
School’s (ECMS) exploratory 
career fair on Oct. 21.

Presenters included a  
horticulturalist, a geospatial  
solutions engineering manager,  
a photographer, an orthodontist 
and many more.

Thank you to all of the presenters 
who helped students discover 
what they want to do when they 
grow up.

When I grow up  
I want to be…

Special visitor
Artist in Residence visits Rowan

Seneca Valley is filling bags in hopes for a full table and full tummies. 

The Full Table Project is a weekend bag program at Haine, CVE, Rowan, Evans City Elementary, Haine 
Middle, Evans City Middle and Seneca Valley Middle schools. This program sends home a bag filled with 
non-perishable food to students who are classified as being at-risk for weekend hunger. Already  
assisting hundreds of students, adding grades 5-8 to the program is new this year and is estimated to 
assist up to an additional 200 students. 

The program would not exist without funding provided by the Lighthouse Foundation and the Grace 
Project, a program initiated by Grace Community Church.

Full Table Project
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Elementary principals and food service 
staff members districtwide rallied together 
in celebration of National School Lunch 
Week (NSLW) Oct. 10-14.

The 2016 NSLW theme, “School Lunch: 
Show Your Spirit” challenged students, 
staff and school officials to come together 
to show just how much school spirit they have for school lunch.

Principals were invited to be special guest servers in the lunch line 
and food service staff scored big with students when they dressed up 
in special outfits to show their spirit. 

The week in the cafeteria was amusing for students, but more  
importantly emphasized the significance of a healthy school lunch on  
a student’s life both inside and outside of the classroom.

Seneca Valley elementary schools 
celebrated Bus Driver Appreciation  
Week Oct. 17-21. Bus drivers 
received gifts, special treats and 
words of appreciation. Students 
are pictured here as they  
delivered thank you cards, letters 
and pictures. Thank you to all of 
the bus drivers who transport our 
students to and from school safely.

Thank you That’s the spirit 

Seneca Valley elementary schools held fire safety days in their buildings 
during the month of October. Local fire departments visited students to 
teach them about fire prevention and safety.

(Fire) safety first

Rowan Elementary students enjoyed the beautiful 
weather and fun activities at Rowan PTA’s Annual 
Mega Party held Oct. 14.

Mega party, mega fun

Over 216 families (about 830 people!) attended CVE’s Annual Fall Family Night on Oct. 26 at the school. 
In addition to pumpkin decorating, families participated in a variety of fun activities including hay 
rides, face painting and a book fair.

“It was our biggest turn out yet,” said CVE assistant principal Tina Francis. “The event was a great 
success!”

Fall fun



SV students and Ken Macek, cyber teacher, appeared in a Zulama video talking 
about the always-evolving classroom environment. If you’ve not heard of it, Zulama 
is a curriculum that was created by educators at the world-renowned Entertainment 
Technology Center at Carnegie Mellon University. It gives students experience with 
problem solving and thinking creatively — skills they need to earn jobs in a digital 
world. To watch the video, click here.

7

Changes in education have been studied for years and are shaping education spaces for all learners. 
21st century classroom

The intermediate high school is being outfitted with new equipment that promotes flexible and active learning spaces. 

This equipment is being integrated in math and English classes and creates two different classroom environments. The first consists of a chair 
desk combination that is on wheels that allows students to quickly and seamlessly transition from individual to small and large groups that  
foster collaboration and communication.  This furniture is currently positioned in math classrooms. The second environment consists of  
trapezoidal desks and chairs that are separate from one another.  Both pieces of furniture are on wheels and again allow for the flexible  
establishment of individual and collaborative learning spaces. This furniture is positioned in the English classrooms.

“The new desks are an amazing upgrade,” states ninth grade student Katy Berkley. “It is a very new experience for the students.  With the  
ability to move into groups or around the classroom, it is a great way to do many different things that could not have been done with regular 
desks.  The chairs make the classroom full of color and creativity.  Now because of the desks, I LOVE coming to class every day excited to learn!”
 
“This is such an exciting opportunity for both the students and me as their teacher,” said Cheri Mihalik, intermediate high school English 
teacher. “I love that we are able to provide today’s learners with a modern classroom perfectly suited to their personalities and needs, and it 
challenges me to create a stronger and more diverse active learning environment.”

Professional development was provided by Steelcase to the teachers who received the furniture this year.

Active learning spaces

Eighth grade reading teacher Lisa Tyson wanted her students to become better readers, and in turn, effective life-long learners. 

After doing some research, Ms. Tyson discovered that a comfortable, collaborative learning environment encourages student learning. 

Ms. Tyson used Donor’s Choose, an online charity that makes it easy to help fund classroom projects, to purchase classroom furniture including 
various seating options, standing collaborative tables, stools and ball chairs. 

“It is evident that students learn more effectively and become better creative thinkers in an environment that offers a variety of seating options 
other than standard desks,” stated Ms. Tyson. “It is my hope that these options will help the students enjoy reading a variety of materials and be 
more open to learning the reading strategies that will help them become effective, life-long readers. This environment will hopefully encourage 
them to not only learn more in my class, but help them to apply these strategies to all of the reading they do in school and in life.”

A collaborative environment

Modern learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-CC1gSXh6I
https://www.donorschoose.org/


Corey “Basketball” Jones delivered “nothing but 
net” during two separate assemblies for students 
at Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) and  
Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) on 
Oct. 13. Mr. Jones’ message incorporated various 
basketball skills and tricks, along with audience 
participation, while promoting kindness,  
teamwork and bullying prevention. 

A PJ kind-of day

Swish!

The Pennsylvania Association of Student Councils (PASC) District 2 Fall Conference was held at the Seneca Valley  
Intermediate High School on Oct. 10. 

The Student Council District 2 conference was an opportunity for over 290 students from 15 surrounding school districts to 
continue to develop leadership skills through speakers and student-based workshops. 

The theme of the conference was “Success, Teamwork, Achievement, Respect and Self-Confidence (STARS).” Attendees 
also had the opportunity to listen to Stacy Gallagher, keynote motivational speaker and former SV teacher. 

The conference served the Student Council District 2 delegates from Lawrence, Beaver, Butler, Clarion, Armstrong,  
Jefferson, Indiana, and Mercer counties.

SV Student Council hosts PASC Conference for second year in a row
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Seventh grade girls donned their cutest PJs and  
comfiest sweats for Seneca Valley Middle School’s 
annual event, Pajama-Rama, which took place on  
Oct. 7. 

This event provides the opportunity for girls to make 
new friends, get reacquainted with old ones and bond 
with their new teachers to kick-off the school year on 
a positive and fun note. 

This year’s activities included dodge ball, volleyball, 
karaoke, flip-flop design, nail painting, bracelet-
making and Glimmer Tattoos graciously donated by 
Fun Fore All. The ladies of the SV JROTC sponsored an 
activity session of lively team-building activities and 
the evening concluded with an energetic dance party. 

“Overall, the night was a huge success,” stated SVMS 
school counselor Tammie Limmer. “The SVMS staff is 
already looking forward to next year’s event.” 

Pajama-Rama is a free event and is supported by 
SVMS staff volunteers and parent/community  
donations.
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The first Honor Flight of Pittsburgh 
accompanied 12 area Vietnam 
and Korean War Veterans to 
Washington, D.C. to visit and tour 
the monuments as a tribute of 
their service to our country on 
Oct. 8.

Upon their return, nearly 100  
Seneca Valley students, friends 
and parents provided the Vets 
with a patriotic surprise greeting. 

As the Veterans descended the 
bus, the Seneca Valley JROTC 
Honor Guard formed a Saber  
Arch and the Seneca Valley Brass Quintet, under the guidance of Band Director Bob Matchett played 
a collection of patriotic songs. Additionally, the National Anthem was beautifully performed by Seneca 
Valley senior, Paige Hurbanik.  

The crowd of family members, committee members and students cheered and thanked the Veterans 
for their service.

A special thanks to Seneca Valley Senior High School teacher Jim Lucot, for organizing this  
welcome-home event.

Congratulations to Markali Clancy 
and Brock Abramson - SV’s 2016 
Homecoming Queen and King!
Miss Clancy was crowned queen 
and Mr. Abramson named king at 
Seneca Valley’s Raider Football 
Pregame Homecoming Festivities 
on Sept. 30, at NexTier Stadium in 
Jackson Township.

Miss Clancy is the daughter of 
Patricia Harris of Cranberry  
Township. Mr. Abramson is the son 
of Karen Abramson of Evans City.

The homecoming theme was “Into 
the Woods.” Seneca Valley played 
Penn Hills and won 32-7.

SV royalty
SV students surprise Veterans

Seneca Valley has 26 students - almost 30 percent - who recently earned spots on the 2016-17  
Westminster Honor Choir. 

The Westminster Honor Choir is a choir which consists of 96 singers from Beaver, Butler, Lawrence, 
and Mercer counties. Students from 45 schools are eligible to learn two selections for auditions. They 
must be able to sing any section of each of those songs a capella for a group of three judges.  The top 
12 scores in each section qualify for the Honor Choir.  

“We are so proud of all students who participated in the audition,” said Seneca Valley Intermediate 
High School Music Teacher, Bobi-Jean Alexander. “Everyone did well and Seneca Valley is very well 
represented this year with 26 students!”

The honor choir concert was held at Westminster College in the auditorium at 2 p.m. on October 29.  

Honor Choir members are (number before name denotes chair, number after name denotes grade):

30 percent

The Seneca Valley STEM Lecture 
Series hosted Maninder Singh, a 
2013 Seneca Valley graduate and 
current student at the University 
of Pittsburgh in the Nuclear  
Engineering Program on Oct. 21.

On behalf of the American  
Nuclear Society at the University 
of Pittsburgh, Mr. Singh spoke 
about nuclear science and  
technology and his experience in 
the Nuclear Engineering 
 Program.

This was the first lecture this year 
featured as part of the Seneca 
Valley STEM Lecture Series.

STEM Lecture Series 
hosts SV Alumnus

Soprano 1
3- Reagan Curry (10) 9-Tyler Mortier (11)  
7-Amber Gorog (12) 10- Ryan Lipscomb (10)
8- Caitlin Bliss (11) 12- Josh Bannon (11)
11- Shirlann Harmon (11)     

Soprano 2  Tenor 2
3- Ava Minutello (12) 3- Mike Trauman  (12) 
4- Emma Walsh (11) 8-Anthony Bale (10)
9-Olivia Forte (10) 10- Jordan Ritchey (10)   
    
Alto 1 Bass 1   
6-Anna Stroupe (11) 5- Jake Nehrer (11) 
9- Paige Hurbanek (12) 7- Josh Hahn (12) 
     
Alto 2 Bass 2
3- Ashlinn Meechan (12) 2- Charlie Lisella (12)  
6- Kim McGinnis  (12) 7- Trey Darak (12)
8- Mikayla Davis (10) 8- Kenny Rochford (12)
9-Brittany Brock (10) 9- Joseph Brinker (12)
 12- Matt Kraynik (11)

Tenor 1
9-Tyler Mortier (11)
10- Ryan Lipscomb (10)
12- Josh Bannon (11)

Tenor 2
3- Mike Trauman  (12)
8-Anthony Bale (10)
10- Jordan Ritchey (10)

Bass 1
5- Jake Nehrer (11)
7- Josh Hahn (12)

Bass 2
2- Charlie Lisella (12)
7- Trey Darak (12)
8- Kenny Rochford (12)
9- Joseph Brinker (12)
12- Matt Kraynik (11)



ACT

Test Date            Nearest Test Center      Registration Deadline           Late and Standby Registration
December 10, 2016 Seneca Valley Sr. High School November 4, 2016 Check ACT website
February 11, 2017 Check ACT website January 13, 2017 Check ACT website
April 8, 2017 Seneca Valley Sr. High School March 3, 2017 Check ACT website
June 10, 2017 Check ACT website May 5, 2017 Check ACT website

SAT
Test Date            Nearest Test Center      Registration Deadline           Late and Standby Registration
November 5, 2016 Seneca Valley High School October 7, 2016 Check SAT website
December 3, 2016 Check SAT website November 3, 2016 Check SAT website
January 21, 2017 Check SAT website December 21, 2016 Check SAT website
March 11, 2017 (SAT test only) Seneca Valley High School February 10, 2017 Check SAT website
May 6, 2017 Seneca Valley High School April 7, 2017 Check SAT website
June 3, 2017 Check SAT website May 9, 2017 Check SAT website

AP

AP Exams are administered in conjunction with the completion of Advanced Placement courses. Students who choose to sit for an exam may 
be able to earn college credit based on their score and the AP policy followed by their chosen school. Students enrolled in AP courses will be 
notified of specific registration deadlines. 

Seneca Valley offers the following Advanced Placement courses:

Please visit the Guidance Calendar for the 2017 Advanced Placement testing schedule during the month of May.  

For more information on upcoming test dates, please visit the guidance web pages.

Upcoming dates for ACT, SAT & AP
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• Biology
• Calculus AB
• Calculus BC
• Chemistry
• Computer Science A  
• Computer Principles
• English Language & Composition
• English Literature & Composition

• Environmental Science
• French Language & Culture
• German Language & Culture
• Human Geography
• Latin
• Macro Economics
• Micro Economics
• Music Theory, Physics C - Mechanics

• Physics C - Electricity & Magnetism
• Psychology
• Spanish Language
• Statistics, Studio Art: 2-D Design
• Studio Art: Drawing
• US Government & Politics  
• US History
• World History

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
http://www.svsd.net/Page/6068
http://www.svsd.net/domain/953
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The end is just the beginning
One would think the end of fall marks the end of our sports season, but for many Raider student-athletes it is all 
just beginning. While girls golf and girls tennis have concluded their respective seasons, all others are in  
post-season play or about to begin post-season play. Not many districts can make the claim of all fall team sports 
– football, boys & girls soccer, and girls volleyball - having clinched WPIAL post-season playoff spots. For Seneca 
Valley that is our reality. Here is rundown of our post-season opportunities for the end of October:

• Cross Country – Girls and boys cross county competed at the WPIAL championships on Oct. 27 at Coopers  
 Lake. The girls’ program entered as two-time defending champions and the boys’ are one of the favorites after  
 defeating North Allegheny in the regular season to capture the section title. It is a great time for head coach Steve  
 Strelick’s Raider cross country programs and we will report on the WPIAL and PIAA championships in November.

• Football – For the second consecutive season Raider Football, under the guidance of head coach Dave Vestal, has  
 once again qualified for the WPIAL playoffs – this year they will compete in the inaugural eight-team WPIAL 6A  
 classification tournament. The Raiders finished their regular season on Oct. 28  and will await their playoff destination  
 to be announced on Halloween night.  

• Boys Golf – Raider boys golf was the first team to capture a section title in 2016 – their first since 2009. Their top-three finish in 
 the team semi-finals earned them a spot at the WPIAL team championships where they came in fourth – not  bad result given  
 the windy and wet conditions on the day. Individually, Junior Adam Bushee qualified for the PIAA championships held at  
 Heritage Hills Golf Resort and Conference Center in York, PA. Adam’s journey to the PIAA finals started with a sixth place finish  
 at the WPIAL championships and was followed up with another sixth place finish at the PIAA West regional thereby granting 
 him a spot at the PIAA finals. As of this writing Adam is on the course at Heritage Hills and we congratulate he, his teammates,  
 and head coach Steve Mayes on an outstanding season.   

• Boys Soccer – Imagine for a moment a soccer team going through a 16-game schedule and not ever giving up a  
 goal.  Imagine! Well, Raider boys soccer was close – oh so close to just that. In 16 games never once did the 
 Raiders taste defeat and along the way opponents managed to score just two goals while Seneca Valley  
 recorded 39. Yes, that is correct – two goals against the Raiders in the course of 16 games. One could say  
 “stingy” but I will say “dominant.” Behind a suffocating defense and balanced attack, the Raiders have earned  
 their fourth straight section title and the top seed in the WPIAL tournament which is currently underway as of  
 this writing. Our November edition will provide a final recap of this arleady outstanding season under head coach  
 George Williams.

• Girls Soccer – Change is no obstacle for our Raider girls soccer program. Following the graduation of nine senior starters 
 and the retirement of long-time head coach Dave Sylvester, this program and team have barely missed a beat under new  
 head coach Mark Perry. The Raiders fell one game short of a sixth consecutive section title but that hasn’t diminished their  
 playoff aspirations. A team that starts all underclass have their sights set on loftier goals in the upcoming WPIAL  
 championships. Stay tuned for a final report in November.  

• Girls Volleyball – Head Coach Karen Martini knew she had a talented team returning in 2016. How that  
 talent would gel remained the unknown. Following a 9-1 section mark and second section title in three   
 seasons, the question has been answered – this team has come to play in 2016. The Raiders have earned  
 the second overall seed in the WPIAL championships and have set their sights on one goal – finishing as  
 WPIAL champions and making a run in the PIAA playoffs.

Key dates for Raider Athletics
Upcoming key dates for Raider Athletics 
include:
  
 • Nov. 2: Second and final date for   
  Winter Sport Drug & Concussion   
  testing at Senior High from  
  2:45 – 4:45 p.m. This includes girls   
  middle school & junior high  
  volleyball! 

 • Nov. 18: Official PIAA start date for  
  winter sport tryouts and/or practice.

-Heather Lewis, Athletic & Activities Director

Tri-State Orthopaedics – Athletes of the Month
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to 
sponsor a male and female Raider Athlete of the Month. This year marks the 
first of a three-year partnership with Tri-State Orthopaedics and the Athletics 
Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for September 
were junior girls’ golfer Kennedy Johnston and sophomore boys’ cross  
country runner Sam Owori.

Miss Johnston is a first-year member of the girls’ varsity golf team and  
qualified for the WPIAL individual championships which were held at Treesdale Golf Club Oct. 5.  Miss 
Johnston was an instrumental player this season, helping lead the Raiders to a 5-4 overall section mark... 
a huge improvement from a 1– 9 mark a year ago.  

Mr. Owori has been one of the team’s top runners in helping lead the Raiders to an undefeated section 
record and section title. He placed 10th overall at the Red, White and Blue invitational at Schenley Park and 
9th overall in the PIAA Foundation meet. Both races had over 300 participants and Mr. Owori has clearly  
established himself as one of the top runners not only in the WPIAL but the PIAA as well.



October was National Principals Month – a month to celebrate our Principals and remember how important their 
work is in every school. Principals set the academic tone for their schools and work collaboratively with teachers 
to develop and maintain high curriculum standards, develop mission statements, and set performance goals and 
objectives. Through their vision, dedication, and determination, Principals provide the mobilizing force for 
achieving student success. We encourage you to join us in this celebration by sharing your appreciation with our 
Principals. Thank you.

Mr. Tony Babusci
Assist. Principal

Ms. Denise Manganello
Principal
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National Principals Month

Ms. DeeAnn Graham
Principal - CVES

Ms. Lauri Pendred
Principal - ECES

Ms. Marie Palano
Principal - ECMS

Ms. Mandy Toy
Principal - HES

Mr. Dan DiDesiderio
Principal - HMS

Ms. Nan Farmar
Principal - RES

Ms. Cassandra Doggrell
Asst. Principal - ECMS & HMS

Ms. Kristen White
Asst. Principal - HES

Mr. Robert Ceh
Principal - SVMS

Mr. Robert Raso
Asst. Principal - SVMS

Mr. Mark Korcinsky
Principal - SHS

Mr. Matthew Delp
Principal - IHS

Ms. Tina Francis
Asst. Principal - CVE

Ms. Cassandra Pencek
Asst. Principal - ECES & RES
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Mr. Joseph Villani
Asst. Principal - SHS

Ms. Jessica Kotula
Asst. Principal - IHS



Seneca Valley residents 62 years of 
age or older are invited to apply to 
become a member of the Seneca 
Valley School District Gold Card 
Club. Membership entitles card 
holders to attend home athletic 
events, music, dramatic and other 
school productions.* 

Membership is free and proof of 
residency is required at the time 
of application. Acceptable proof of 
residency includes: valid PA driver’s 
license or identification card with a 
Seneca Valley School District  
community address, lease, or utility 
bill (the name on the application  
must match the name on the 
license/identification). The  
application must be made in-person 
and will not be accepted by mail.

*Please be aware that many fine 
arts performances such as band, 
orchestra and choir concerts offer 
free admission, but some events 
such as plays, musical productions 
or dance reviews may require an  
admission charge. Reduced-price 
admissions to these events are  
available to Gold Card members. 
Reservations may be required and  
some performances may have 
limited free-admission seating for 
Gold Card members.

To use a Seneca Valley Gold Card: 
• You must carry your card with  
 you and present it to admissions  
 personnel when you wish to use it

• Remember that use at some fine  
 art  performances, including the  
 SV  All-School Musical, require  
 reserved seating, so call ahead  
 to check or confirm your  
 reservation

Athletic schedules and District 
events are listed via the website 
calendar. 

SV Gold Card Club

Do you want to make a positive impact on  
children? Interested in earning extra money 
while working a flexible schedule? The  
Midwestern Intermediate Unit IV Guest Teacher 
Consortium needs you! Become an emergency 
substitute teacher at the Midwestern  
Intermediate Unit IV and other participating 
school districts within the consortium. What 
you need is the desire to work with children and 
have a bachelor’s degree in any field from an  
accredited college or university.

Through MIU IV’s consortium, potential subs will be required to attend a three day training session and 
then apply to the PA Department of Education for an emergency substitute certificate. With certification 
through MIU IV, substitutes can teach in any school district participating in the consortium. From the 
training, you will be provided with the skills needed to professionally take part in the rewarding field of 
education.

Registrations for this program will be accepted through November 29, 2016.

For more information or to register visit: http://miu4.schoolwires.net/Domain/62.
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Seneca Valley Middle School teacher Kasey Kraus wants her 
students to  be well-rounded writers and readers in a 
well-rounded learning environment.
 
This type of learning environment would need to include the 
flexibility to create various group environments.
 
“Nearly 120 students will learn how to write in a variety of 
methods from investigative journalism and thematic essays to 
position papers and analysis of author’s craft during 8th grade 
English this year,” stated Ms. Kraus. “By creating book clubs, 
conducting writing workshops, and other activities while organizing my classroom as a shared  
learning community of small groups, my students will work toward a sense of belonging within their 
groups as they work closely with new and old partners. Together, they will read, analyze, brainstorm 
and problem-solve. They will help each other through all phases of the writing process.”
 
Ms. Kraus is using Donor’s Choose, an online charity that makes it easy to fund classroom projects to 
help purchase round tables and movable chairs.
 
“Throughout the year, the students and I are constantly moving the desks with attached chairs to 
attempt to form groups with communal workspace, however, having tables already set up with chairs 
that are easily moved will form a more flexible, efficient, and comfortable environment.”
 
To help fund this classroom project, click here.

Teachers are regularly posting classroom project requests to Donor’s Choose. Please be sure to 
continue to look for additions by searching the site using your zipcode. 

Students of the round table

Guest Teacher Training

The Seneca Valley School District is in the process of organizing 
the 19th Annual Senior Holiday Event at the senior high school at 
12:15 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16, 2016.
 
This special holiday presentation is for senior citizens living in the 
Seneca Valley School District Community and features various 
performances from secondary student groups. A warm holiday 
meal will also be served for lunch in the cafeteria.
 
The event is free, but reservations are required. Please call  
(724)-452-6040, ext. 0 by Dec. 9, 2016.

Seneca Valley’s 19th Annual Senior Holiday EventGold
Card

http://www.senecavalleywpial.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=496&school_id=1
http://www.senecavalleywpial.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=496&school_id=1
http://www.senecavalleywpial.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=496&school_id=1
http://miu4.schoolwires.net/Domain/62
https://www.donorschoose.org/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/students-of-the-round-table-making-well/2278224/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=project&utm_campaign=facebook&rf=facebook-siteshare-2016-10-project-donor
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Where do you currently attend school, what do you do, and tell us why you enjoy your chosen major?
After graduation I went to Yale University and majored in Political Science. Although I ultimately hope to go to law 
school and work in government, I decided to spend two years following another passion: music. Currently I am in  
my second and final year of my master’s degree in harp performance at the New England Conservatory.

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
I was fortunate to attend a large public high school because it gave me so many opportunities. I had the chance to 
argue in a court room for mock trial, dance on the pom pon squad at football games, and compete across different 
states in academic games. Despite having so many students, Seneca Valley still has a sense of community. I always 
had friends in all of my classes, many of whom I had known since kindergarten. It can be hard to appreciate a small 
town when you’re young, but looking back, I’m a little sad that there is no such thing as horse trading days in Boston, 
and that I no longer run into my friends and their entire extended family in the grocery store.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
At the top of my list would be the four years of Latin our one class spent with Mrs. Patricia Ruzga; she made sure that we saw Latin roots in English words, 
and even now I will come across a word that she taught me and smile. Mr. Dale Wagner’s classroom was a refuge for the purpose kids; he always had  
answer to our endless academic questions and made sure there was chocolate available! Dr. Alison Schuster’s argument class helped me learn how to 
think on my feet. The SV band directors, Mr. Robert Matchett and Mr. Varden Armstrong, brought a commitment to excellence and daily inspiration to  
everyone in the band program. Principal Alan Cumo, Mrs. Amy Calder and Mrs. Cheryl Zorich were there for me during the loss of my twin sister, teaching 
me that there are people who will go out of their way to make a difference. 

What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
My favorite memory of SV would be when the entire marching band wore blue ribbons after my twin sister died. Although she had recently transferred  
to private school, and I was then part of the pom pom squad, we had both spent five years playing in band together, and the whole band program  
acknowledged that loss. They turned a sad moment into a profound one, and I will be forever grateful for their compassion. 

If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
There’s so much pressure on high school students to succeed in every aspect of their lives; to get As in every class, to win at every extracurricular activity, 
to wear the right clothes… I remember staring at my chemistry book in frustration that I couldn’t memorize certain formulas, whereas some brilliant  
scientists had done the real work and made revolutionary discoveries. Clearly then, I was stupid. It wasn’t until I came across some of Beethoven’s 
sketches, which are full of ideas that have been crossed out and re-written, that I realized even “geniuses” have to work hard and can make mistakes.  
So I think it would be wonderful if teachers could remind students about the real, inevitably flawed people behind the ideas that we study. Because the truth 
is, no one is born instinctively knowing all the elements on the periodic table.

Dana Schneider, a 2011 Seneca Valley graduate, is currently enrolled in her second and final year of a Master’s 
degree in harp performance at the New England Conservatory. We asked her to catch us up on what she is  
doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced her life and career.

SV Class of 1996 Reunion
SV Class of ‘96 Graduates are invited to celebrate 20 years! The reunion will be held at the Pittsburgh Marriott North at 7 p.m.  

on Friday, Nov. 4. Join old friends (and make new ones) for food, music and dancing. Cost is $50 per person.  
For more information please contact Kris Guffey at or click here.

Howley earned a Bachelor of Science degree in intelligence and national security from Point Park University in Downtown 
Pittsburgh. 

“My main goal, from the very beginning, has been to make a difference in the world. I want the work I do to help people and I 
want to leave the world a better place than I found it,” said Howley.

Read the full profile on Howley here.

Ryan Howley, a 2010 graduate of Seneca Valley Senior High School, was appointed facility security officer for the Software 
Engineering Institute of Carnegie Mellon University office in Arlington, Va.

mailto:senecavalley20year%40gmail.com?subject=Class%20of%201996%20Reunion
http://us14.campaign-archive2.com/?u=5e9fa0b63ea79893ffa348c5c&id=d728c66be5
http://www.pointpark.edu/news-arts-sciences/security-internship-leads-to-full-time-position-for-intelligence-and-national-security-alumnus?utm_source=PubNotification&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=RyanHowley
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Andrea Chickness, a 2010 Seneca Valley graduate, is currently a professional ballet dancer and soloist with Leipzig Ballet in Germany. We asked her 
to catch us up on what she is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced her life and career.  

Where do you work, what do you do, and tell us why you enjoy your 
profession?
Currently, I am a Soloist with Leipzig Ballet in Germany. I am a professional 
ballet dancer and could never imagine doing anything else with my life. I 
love what I do, and feel incredibly lucky that I get to spend every day  
working at a job that I’m passionate about.

What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
Typically, I wake up between 7-8 a.m., eat breakfast, get ready, and head 
to the studio to warm up and stretch. Technique class begins at 10 a.m. 
and goes until 11:30. We get a short 15 min break during which I go see the 
physio to either schedule a time later in the day or do maintenance to  
make sure my body’s ready for all of the rehearsals I have that day. On split 
schedule days, I have rehearsal learning new choreography or cleaning 
pieces until 2 p.m., a break until 6 p.m., and then more rehearsal from  
6 p.m.-10 p.m. During my break I roll out my muscles, grab a light lunch  
and coffee, go to the gym for cross training, and take a nap if we have a 
performance scheduled later. After rehearsal ends at 10 p.m., I stretch and 
roll out again, take a hot bath, and put my feet up to prepare for another 
day. When it’s a work-through day, I start class at 10 a.m. but finish  
rehearsals at 6:30 p.m. with an hour break from 2-3 p.m. In production, 
when we have shows, we often have rehearsals during the day, a short 
break, and then the performance at night. I arrive to the theatre three or 
four hours before the show starts to get into hair and makeup, take warm 
up class, and go over choreography one last time.

Please share with us some information about your family.
Both of my parents are insurance agents, but have always been very involved with both me and my brother. Their support and 
encouragement has allowed us to pursue our dreams and make them a reality. My younger brother, who also graduated from 
Seneca, is currently studying biomedical engineering at Drexel University.

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
Professionally, Seneca Valley was very accommodating in allowing me to pursue my dream while still receiving a solid  
education. Throughout my years there, they excused me early every day so I would be able to train with the Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre. They also granted me permission to participate in alternative gym activities when the curriculum presented  
something potentially detrimental to my career. Perhaps most important, Seneca allowed me to complete my final senior year 
online so I could have the opportunity to be a Trainee with Joffrey Ballet in Chicago and still graduate.  Without Seneca Valley’s assistance, I would 
have been forced to choose between my career or education, but their wonderful staff helped me achieve both. Personally, I could not begin to list how 
SV shaped me into who I am today. Everything from the teachers, to the environment and education played a part in forming my own expectations for 
myself and life.

What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
Seneca Valley is unique in that it is a large school, with a personal approach. Although I went to school among hundreds of other students, each student 
was treated as a unique individual with unique needs. Rather than trying to make cookie cutter students, Seneca allows the students to find their own 
way more and pursue the education that fits their goals. By offering diverse options such as advanced foreign languages, debate, AP classes, painting, 
or wood shop, students have the opportunity to pick a more customized schedule. I think this ability to contribute to and design your schedule around 
what interests you lets students try out different venues and graduate as independent thinkers, having a better idea of what they want to do with their 
future. The nurturing environment that respects individuality fosters growth because the students are actually invested in learning for themselves, rather 
than because they are being forced to do so.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
I had so many great teachers at SV that taught me in different ways, it’s difficult to choose just one. However, if I had to pick, it would probably come 
down to the late Mr. Gary Watkins, from 9th grade Honors English. Mr. Watkins was an incredible teacher who taught his class with such enthusiasm 
that I actually looked forward to going every day. He expected a lot from us, which not only made us better students, but also better people. In his class, 
we learned about life alongside English. If you ask anyone who had him, “what did you learn?” I would bet they can all still procure a list of The 10  
Inexorable Truths.

If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
I would remind them to let students dream. Keep supporting wild, soaring, unbelievable, impossibly big dreams. One of the most important things about  
my time at Seneca Valley was that I was never told “you can’t” or “you won’t.” I was supported in my pursuit to take an untraditional path and allowed 
freedom to be different. I would encourage teachers to remember that success doesn’t come in one size fits all, and that there are often multiple ways to 
solve a problem. This is something Seneca excels at, so, keep challenging students to think for themselves, and nurture their dreams of a grand future, 
no matter how unordinary.

Alumni News & Notes 
continued

continued on page 17



What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
Again, I have many fond memories from SV, but my favorite was a  
transformative moment in Mr. Watkins’ class. As part of an assignment,  
we had to write a paper and give a speech to the class for a certain length of 
time. I had worked hard perfecting my paper for the assignment, and earned 
an A on the first try, which was an achievement in his class. However, to keep 
that A, I also needed to ace the speaking portion, so I spent hours writing note 
cards, and practicing my speech at home. At that time, I was quiet, soft spoken, 
and shy, so naturally, I was a very nervous speech giver. When the day of my 
speech arrived, the band was practicing next door. Now, in Mr. Watkins’ room, 
the sound came straight through the wall and the band was so loud you would 
have thought they were in his room instead of next door. Mr. Watkins came up 
to me before my speech to say he was going to sit at the back of the room, and 
if he struggled to hear me at all, he’d deduct points and I’d get a B on the  
assignment, even if it was perfect. Although getting a B doesn’t seem like  
such a big deal, I was a proud student and horrified he’d give me a B for  
something out of my control. As I stood in front of the class and began my 
speech, he cupped an ear, raised his eyebrows, and gave that challenging look 
that can only be interpreted as ‘your move’. Well, I got an A on the assignment. 
Somewhere inside me I found a big voice that screamed over the practicing  
instruments louder than I’d ever spoken in my life. The lesson wasn’t just that I  
could speak louder or do something, it was that I could shape who I wanted to  
be, and I wanted to be heard. In that one moment, I was empowered, and  
realized I didn’t have to be a shy, soft spoken little girl, I had it in me to be more.

Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca  
Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?
Since graduating, I’ve danced in numerous cities across the US, as well as in  
Spain, Belgium, France, and Germany. I am also working toward finishing a  
degree in Sports Nutrition. I took a very different route than many of my peers,  
but it has led me to experience more things in life than I could have imagined.  
I just want to share this, so that any students who may be hesitant about doing  
things differently can see that their options are limitless if they aren’t afraid to  
put in the effort and go against what society considers to be the “normal”  
expected path in life.

Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

service times
Saturday 6 p.m.  |  Sunday 9 & 11 a.m.
First Wednesday 7 p.m.

children’s & middle school ministry
Available during all services

youth ministry
Saturday 6 p.m.  |  First Wednesday 7 p.m.

young adult ministry
Saturday 8:30 p.m.

JOIN US

| 21150 Rte. 19 Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 | 724.453.6200 | lifeatvictory.com
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Alumni: we want to hear from you!
We invite Seneca Valley graduates to share their stories with us. To be featured in our 
Raider Pride e-newsletter, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional  

life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to:  
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

‘‘ ‘‘

I would like to thank 
all the teachers and 
staff at Seneca  
Valley for being 
such wonderful  
individuals and 
devoting their time; 
they don’t always  
receive the  
appreciation and 
recognition they 
deserve.

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://www.lifeatvictory.com/
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Raider%20Pride%20Alumni
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Our final show of the season, Elephant and Piggie’s We are 

In a Play! will be a special part of the 2017 EQT Children’s 

Theater Festival in the Cultural District, May 18-21, 2017.

 
2017
2016

Elephant and Piggie’s 
We Are In a Play!
THE KENNEDY CENTER THEATER 
FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES ON TOUR

May 18-21, 2017

PROFESSIONAL THEATER

DOWNTOWN & IN YOUR TOWN!

Dog Loves Books
ARTSPOWER

November 20 • 2pm
Seneca Valley
Intermediate HS

Galumpha
February 14 • 7pm
Seneca Valley Senior HS

Circo Comedia
March 12 • 2pm
Seneca Valley Senior HS

For the 47th season, The Citizens Bank 

Children’s Theater Series is presenting 

professional theater Downtown and in 

your town! Five great live shows from the 

US and Canada are getting ready to take 

the stage. Kids and grown-ups alike will 

find favorite stories Dog Loves Books and 

Pete the Cat, silly jokes, unbelievable magic, 

animal adventures, catchy songs, stunning 

acrobatics, and daring feats. It all adds up 

to a season of family fun. 

We want to make it easy for you to 

incorporate theater into your family’s 

schedule, and we invite you to join us for 

performances in Seneca Valley School District 

at the intermediate and senior high schools.

SERIES

Pete the Cat
THEATREWORKS USA

January 15 • 2pm
Seneca Valley
Intermediate HS

SEASON 
TICKETS
412-456-1390

GROUPS 
10+ TICKETS 

412-471-6930 TRUSTARTS.ORG/KIDS

https://trustarts.org/pct_home/events/series/childrens-theater-series/

